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dissemination Tibetan texts, particularly in the Nyingma school’ s terma ( hidden treasure) literature, as
a subduer and transformer of local deities. He fulfils the core function of integrating indigenous religious
deities into the Buddhist pantheon. The construction of Padmasambhava’s critical role in Tibetan texts
began with 10th-century Dunhuang manuscripts, was further refined in the 12th-century Upper Terma of
the Nyingma school, and fully developed in the 14th-century Northern Terma ( Byang gter) , ultimately
establishing the key paradigm of “Padmasambhava subjugating local deities.” The second wave of
Tibetan Buddhism’ s spread to Mongolia, initiated in the late 16th century under the leadership of the
Third Dalai Lama, similarly portrays Padmasambhava in Mongolian-authored Tibetan texts as the
subduer of indigenous Mongolian deities. Meanwhile, the Third Dalai Lama’ s role as a subduer and
witness of vows is modeled after Padmasambhava. As Professor Shen Weirong has noted, the Sinicization
of Tibetan Buddhism follows a “threefold progression” (lam rim gsum) : the first stage, beginning in
the Tibetan Yarlung Dyansty period, marks Buddhism’ s localization in Tibet; the second stage, during
the Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties, involves its dissemination among other ethnic groups and regions
in China. This paper argues that Padmasambhava played a central role in the “first stage” of Tibetan
Buddhism’ s localization in Tibet. In the “second stage” , Mongolia’ s adaptation of Tibetan Buddhism
demonstrates that Mongol rulers not only inherited doctrinal teachings but also strategically adopted
Tibetan textual and sociopolitical frameworks as critical reference points.

Keywords : Tibetan Buddhism, localization, Sinicization, Padmasambhava, mountain deities
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“ Imagined Geography ” and the Southwest Frontier of China in Modern
Western Discourse

PENG Wen-bin (Sichuan Normal University) , JING Chuan ( Yunnan University ) (45)
Abstract; Since the late 20th century, postcolonial theory has been introduced to China, and Edward
Said’ s Orientalism has sparked significant discussion within the academic community. However,
compared to its reception in Western anthropology and other Chinese disciplines such as literature,
philosophy, and history, Said’s critique of “Orientalism” has not generated widespread debate within
Chinese anthropology. This paper starts with an examination of the fundamental structure and key
concepts of Orientalism , particularly the notions of “imagined geography” and “travel,” and provides
an overview of the process through which Western knowledge of China’ s southwestern frontier was
constructed from the late Qing to the Republican period. It also attempts to explore the relationships
between three discourse models-those of the West, the Central Plains of China, and the southwestern
local context-in the construction of modern “Southwest discourse.”

Keywords : Orientalism, Imagined Geography, Travel, Western Discourse, Southwest Frontier of China
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CHEN Hong-bo ( Guangxi Normal University ) (65)
Abstract; The process of the integration of the Lingnan region into the unified Chinese civilization can
be divided into three stages: the Neolithic, the Bronze Age, and the Qin-Han period. These three stages
can be observed and understood from three different aspects; culture, ethnicity, and politics. Among
these, the migration and integration of ethnic groups hold fundamental significance. The process of
Lingnan’ s integration into Chinese culture began around five thousand years ago, with innovations
during the Bronze Age, and was finally completed during the Qin-Han period. This social and historical
process in Lingnan is closely related to the social transformations in the core regions of Chinese culture.
The indigenous factors of the Lingnan society contributed significantly to the enrichment of Chinese
culture. This is a process of civilization and innovation in which multiple groups of the Chinese nation
interacted, exchanged and mingled, and it has great historical significance.

Keywords ; Lingnan Region, Chinese Unification, Frontier Archaeology

The Unification of Northern Frontier Regimes and Chinese Civilization

ZHAO Xian-hai ( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences) ( 84)
Abstract: Ancient China maintained vast territories for a long period, and the understanding of Chinese
civilization can be examined not only through the temporal dimension but also through the spatial
dimension. The northern frontier convergence areas, combining agrarian-pastoral economies with the
advantages of cavalry, were important regional powers in ancient China. Before the Middle Ages, the
northwest frontier convergence areas played a decisive role in China’ s historical unification. In the
modern era, the northeast frontier convergence areas also played a decisive role in China’ s unification.
The long-term role of the northern frontier convergence areas in Chinese history is a typical embodiment
of the prominent unity of Chinese civilization.
Keywords: Northern Frontier Convergence Areas, Military Advantage, Geopolitics, Unification,

decisive role

Institution and Governance

“Guarding the Four Barbarians” and “Not Laboring for the Barbarians” . An
Examination of Ancient China’ s Border Control Practices
CHENG Yi-nong (Peking University) (101)

“China” was the core of the “Tianxia” and held

i

Abstract: In the traditional “ Tianxia Order,’
inherent superiority, while the “Four Barbarians” were on the periphery, and the “border” served as a
measure to separate the two. Because the goal was to keep the “Four Barbarians” outside the “border,”
dynasties hoped to “guard the Four Barbarians” on one hand, while on the other hand, they also
wished to avoid “laboring China for the Barbarians.” Based on this, every dynasty paid great attention
to controlling the “border,” but they typically adopted various “control” measures for areas beyond the

“Nine Provinces” or “China” itself, and rarely established counties or districts in those areas. By the
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